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ago, and sometimes I meet with great pleasure the
cheery people who were responsible for the manage-
ment of Farnborough during that period, and there is
not the slightest intention on my part to cast any slur
or reflection on them. It is possible if we had been in
their place we would have had just the same outlook.
They were simply part of an official system which,
as has been proved so often, cannot really compete
effectively with competitive private enterprise.

The two remaining 50 h.p. * Gnome Avros ' became
very popular, and further orders were given for this
type in due course. Their type number was 501 and
500 ; the 500-type machine being those which were
fitted with * E.N.V.' engines, but were otherwise
similar.

At about this time the War Office announced their
intention of holding an aeroplane competition which
was to take place towards the end of 1912 on Salisbury
Plain. This competition was to be open to the whole
world, but there was one section which was reserved
exclusively for British-made machines. In the interval
before the Trials were to take place the War Office
decided that they would purchase no British machines
at all, but rather illogically this same restriction did
not apply to French machines, and some of the latter
were indeed purchased. This strange action was a
very serious blow to a sorely harassed industry. It
almost seemed as though the Government would go
to any extreme to avoid buying British machines.
It is quite certain that in some cases, at least, their
French purchases were of machines which were
definitely inferior to those being produced in England.
If at the Trials the entries had been restricted solely
to British machines we would not have minded so
much, but all the biggest prizes were being offered
in the International Division, and only fairly small
sums offered in the British Division,